Introduced by Council Member Wilson and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Boyer, Carter, Schellenberg, Hazouri, Pittman, Anderson, Gulliford, Newby, Bowman and Morgan: 



RESOLUTION 2018-595
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE LATE EARL M. JOHNSON, SR. FOR HIS SERVICE IN THE CREATION OF THE CONSOLIDATED GOVERNMENT OF THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE ON THE OCCASION OF THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF CITY/COUNTY CONSOLIDATION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Late Earl M. Johnson Sr., member of the Florida Civil Rights Hall of Fame, was a young civil rights attorney in Jacksonville in the early 1960’s, becoming the first African American member of the Jacksonville Bar Association, and working with Civil Rights legends Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Andrew Young and Stetson Kennedy to end Jim Crow laws and segregation in the old core city of Jacksonville, the county of Duval, the State of Florida and the nation as a whole; and


WHEREAS, Earl Johnson, by the mid-1960’s, was expected to become Jacksonville’s first African American Mayor, given the emerging majority Black electorate in the old core city in the mid-1960s; and


WHEREAS, Earl Johnson exemplified rare statesmanship and civic foresight by abandoning personal political ambition to address the dysfunction that existed in the old core city and the surrounding county government which had led to widespread neglect of neighborhoods, inefficient duplication of services, a loss of accreditation of the public school system, a shrinking tax base and public corruption; and

WHEREAS, Earl Johnson believed that the objective of consolidating city and county governments would allow re-prioritizing maintenance to streets, recreational facilities, city services and economic development to the areas that needed it most, and having the financial ability to meet those goals; and

WHEREAS, Earl Johnson joined the campaign for consolidation and became secretary to the Local Government Study Commission in 1965 that led to consolidation, and in 1966 challenged the commission: “You must not only show consolidation is the best hope for the black community, you must show it’s the best hope for the entire community”; and

WHEREAS, Earl Johnson’s efforts led to most citizens of the old city and county governments, Black and White, voting for consolidation, and Mr. Johnson went on to serve on the first City Council of the newly consolidated City of Jacksonville as an At-Large member of the Council; and 
WHEREAS, Earl Johnson was recognized by Council Resolution 83-642-171, as having provided 15 years of “strong and effective leadership” and “’through his quiet effectiveness’ provided a foundation of informed professionalism throughout the somewhat hectic years after consolidation to insure that the transition to the new form of government was sound and efficient” and as having been “a bridge between the races, between the rich and the poor and as a conscience for the council whose opinions and judgements were respected by all;” and

WHEREAS Earl Johnson’s personal commitment to service, ability and philosophical outlook contributed greatly to the betterment of all people of Jacksonville; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends the late Earl M. Johnson Sr. for his unselfish devotion to the harmony and prosperity of the City for all of its citizens in the creation and service to the Consolidated City of Jacksonville on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of city/county consolidation.
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel
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